
Hans Neilsen Hauge 
Ac tive Min is try — 1796 - 1804

mmediately af ter Hauge had re ceived his call, he
sought to lead oth ers to look to Je sus as their Sav ior
and Guide in life.  He be gan with his own fam ily, and
then grad u ally en larged the sphere of his ac tiv ity.  It

was not easy for him to step for ward as a pub lic wit ness for
the Lord.  The re spon si bil ity in volved weighed heavily
upon his soul; yet he could not set aside the call he had re -
ceived.  He was amazed to see the ef fect his mes sages had
upon those who lis tened to him, but he re garded it as proof
of the fact that God saves man through the “fool ish ness of
preach ing.”

Dur ing the eighth year of his ac tive min is try, Hauge
trav eled all through Nor way.  He also vis ited Den mark in
1800.  Though he had lit tle ed u ca tion, he wrote and pub -
lished a num ber of books.  He also wrote hun dreds of let ters 
to his friends.  We can only guess at the num ber of pri vate
con fer ences and pub lic meet ings held dur ing these years. 
In ad di tion, he went into busi ness for him self and was the
mov ing spirit be hind many new semi-in dus trial ven tures. 
One has to mar vel at his sheer phys i cal en dur ance, not to
speak of the spir i tual stam ina he must have pos sessed to be
able to speak ef fec tively to peo ple day af ter day as an evan -
ge list.   This is all the more re mark able when we re mem ber
that he was met with vi o lent op po si tion by many of the civil 
and church lead ers.

The op po si tion Hauge aroused was due to a num ber of
fac tors.  First of all, it was un prec e dented that an ig no rant
farmer boy should come for ward as a teacher of re li gion
and en croach upon a field that was re served for the clergy. 
Mat ters were made worse by Hauge’s at tacks upon pas tors
who he felt were not do ing their duty and whose lives were

char ac ter ized by pride and greed.  It is not sur pris ing that
the pas tors re acted un fa vor ably to such charges even
though in many cases they were true.  How ever, there can
be no ex cuse for the man ner in which they at tacked and per -
se cuted Hauge.

But be yond all this, Hauge ran into trou ble with the law 
in con nec tion with the Or di nance of the 13th of Jan u ary,
1741.  Among other things, this law re quired that the lo cal
pas tor be in formed of the time and place of any re li gious
meet ings that were to be held within his par ish.  The pas tor
in turn was ob li gated to at tend and had the au thor ity to for -
bid such meet ings if he felt they were harm ful.  Only a few
peo ple were to be per mit ted to gather in this way at one
time, and the meet ings were to be held only dur ing the day. 
Men and women were to meet in sep a rate places.  Fur ther -
more, it was ab so lutely for bid den that lay men travel about
and preach.

To be gin with, Hauge in formed the pas tors of his meet -
ings.  How ever, he soon found that they in vari ably re fused
him per mis sion to con duct any more meet ings within their
par ishes.  There fore, he be gan to hold more and more meet -
ings with out in form ing the pas tors con cerned.  This
brought him, of course, into open con flict with the pro vi -
sions of the law.

In pass ing, it may be said that Hauge was ac quainted
with this law, but he felt that the spirit of the law was not to
pre vent gath er ings in tended for the good of the peo ple, but
rather to pro vide con trols against abuses that might arise in
con nec tion with this type of free as sem bly.  Like oth ers, he
also felt that the let ter of this law was out moded and no lon -
ger taken se ri ously by au thor i ties, as was the case with the
old law which pro vided that those who mis used God’s
name and ne glected to go to church should be put into
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stocks.  This opin ion was
strength ened as he be came aware
of the var ied in ter pre ta tions of
this law as ap plied by the au thor i -
ties to his par tic u lar case.

Then, too, the gov ern ment
was con cerned about Hauge’s
eco nomic ac tiv i ties.  It was ru -
mored that he con trolled a great
com mon trea sury and was de -
fraud ing his fol low ers.  The au -
thor i ties were also con cerned
about the po lit i cal and so cial ef -
fects of Hauge’s re li gious teach -
ings.  So the gov ern ment sent out
let ters of in quiry to civil and
church of fi cials in Nor way rel a -
tive to Hauge and his ac tiv i ties. 
On the ba sis of the in for ma tion
re ceived, charges were drawn up
against him and or ders were is -
sued for his ar rest.  This took
place in 1804.

The charges pre ferred against 
Hauge were as fol lows: He had
led the com mon peo ple astray to
the ex tent that they had ne glected
their civic du ties and their work;
he had en riched him self at the ex -
pense of his fol low ers un der the
guise of re li gion; he had sought to 
take chil dren away from their par -
ents in or der that they might fol -
low him about the coun try; and,
fi nally, he had showed con tempt
for the of fi cial spir i tual lead er ship 
of the coun try as well as for the
gov ern ment it self.  

Hauge was or dered kept un -
der ar rest un til his case could be
tried in court.  Thus the blow ex -
pected by many for a long time
fell at last.

Autobiographical Writings of
Hans Nielsen, Hauge,

Translated by Joel M. Njus.        
Augsburg Publishing House,

Copyright – 1954

Ed i tor’s Note: Lord will ing, may
God grant that HE could raise up
folk like Hans Neilsen Hauge
again.
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Pastor, You Expect Too Much!
Dear Pas tor,
I am a faith ful mem ber of the church and have been for

many years.  I at tend ser vices al most ev ery Sunday morn -
ing, and I even come on Wednes day night once or twice a
month if I’m not too tired and there is n’t any thing im por tant 
to do.  There fore, I re ally think you ought to pay close at ten -
tion to what I have to say.  

I’m not try ing to tell you how to do your job, so please
don’t think of this as crit i cism but just as con struc tive ad -
vice for a friend, okay?

When you’re preach ing, it seems that you keep ring ing
the same old chimes over and over again, for in stance, you
con stantly say, “Give, give, give.”  Lis ten, Preacher, the gas 
grill on our pa tio is on the fritz and needs to be re placed im -
me di ately.

Our fam ily is strug gling to get by with a 48-inch
flat-screen TV in the rec room, while all of our neigh bors
have had 60-inch sets for months.  Be sides, that SUV we
bought last year has al most 9,000 miles on it, and we’re go -
ing to trade it in this month.  You know they don’t give
those things away!

If all those mis sion ar ies need more money, why don’t
they get part-time jobs?  Or let them do like I do and let their 
wives go to work and put their kids in an af ter-school pro -
gram.  (By the way, I need to talk to you about my teen ag -
ers’ be hav ior when you get a chance.)  

You also harp all the time on the mat ter of pray ing for
other peo ple.  Lis ten, as I write this, my fa vor ite col lege
bas ket ball team is well on the way to mak ing it to the
“Sweet Six teen,” and if I’m go ing to pray for any body be -
sides my self, it will be for them.

Be sides, God never lis tens to me any how.  I’ve been
pray ing for years that I’d win the Pub lish ers’ Clear ing house 
Sweep stakes, and all I’ve done is waste my breath and a
whole lot of post age stamps.

Now about this Bi ble-read ing busi ness – look, I’ve al -
ready read most of the Bi ble (well, most of the Psalms, any -
way); and I don’t see the sense in read ing the same old stuff
over and over again.  As it stands right now, I barely have
time to read the two daily news pa pers I get and the six or
seven monthly mag a zines we re ceive.

Why should I ig nore the lat est is sues of Field and
Stream and Sports Il lus trated just to read a dusty old Book
that was writ ten hun dreds of years ago?  Hey, Preacher,
lighten up!

Speak ing of light en ing up, why does it seem that ev ery
Sunday morn ing you preach di rectly to me about my sin?  If 
I can ever prove that you’re talk ing to my wife on Sat ur day
nights, I’m go ing to move my mem ber ship, and that’s a
prom ise.  If you re ally want to preach on sin, why don’t you 
pick on her for a change?

And then you are al ways ask ing for vol un teers to help
around the church.  Hey, how much la bor can it take to keep 
up ten or twelve acres and thirty or forty thou sand square
feet of build ing space?  Huh!  Could n’t you just get your
kids to do it?

Pas tor, you sure ask a lot of us, and we don’t re quire
very much from you.  We just ask that you have the wis dom 
of Sol o mon, the pa tience of Job, the strength of Sam son,
the power of Eli jah, the in tel li gence of Paul, the man li ness
of John the Bap tist, the lead er ship po ten tial of Mo ses, and
the com pas sion of Je sus Christ – that and be avail able
twenty-four hours a day just in case we need you to
straighten out some cri sis in our fam ily.

I don’t know about the other fam i lies in the church, but
I do know that I don’t ask for your help more than five or
six times a month.  Since you work for only a cou ple of
hours three times a week, I don’t see how that could be that
much of a bur den, do you?

Well, Pas tor, I’ll see you Sunday morn ing – oh, scratch
that; my son has a soc cer tour na ment this week end  You
take care; and if I can ever be of any fur ther as sis tance to
you, don’t hes i tate to let me know.

Sin cerely, 
A Faith ful Church Mem ber 

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your
laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to

heaviness. James 4:19.

The mod ern world seems ob sessed with plea sure,
laugh ter, and “pos i tive think ing”.  Sadly, this short sighted,
now-cen tered think ing also in fects the pro fess ing church. 
A shal low ver sion of Chris tian ity is pop u lar to day – short
on sub stance and long on en ter tain ment.  What is truly
needed is heart felt sor row over sin and re pen tance from
spir i tual ap a thy.  A joy that is rooted in this world is base -
less.  True joy must be rooted in the Lord and His Word.  If
you are back slid ing, turn back to the Lord walk ing in the
Spirit through prayer and the Word of God (Gal. 5:16). 
Hum ble your self and He will ex alt you. — K. R. Keyser 
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“Free dom is never more than one gen er a tion
away from ex tinc tion.  We did n’t pass it to our
chil dren in the blood stream.  It must be fought
for, pro tected, and handed on for them to do the
same, or one day we will spend our sun set years
tell ing our chil dren and our chil dren’s chil dren
what it was once like in the United States where
men were free.” — Pres i dent Ron ald Rea gan 
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Men Must Master Money!
By Dr. R. G. Lee 

We must re mem ber that money is a good ser vant but a
bad mas ter, even as fire, even as wa ter, even as elec tric ity.

What is money?  “Money is an ar ti cle which may be
used as a uni ver sal pass port to ev ery thing ex cept Heaven
and a uni ver sal pro vider of ev ery thing ex cept happiness.”

Speer said, “Money is the com mon est agency by which 
we reach in our ser vice be yond the limit of our own per -
sonal ac tion.”

Je sus said, “For a man’s life consisteth not in the
abun dance of the things which he possesseth (Luke
12:15).  “Lay not up for y our selves trea sure upon earth,
where moth and rust doth cor rupt, and where thieves break
through and steal” (Matt. 6:19).  And the truth is in the
words of Mr. Ginterman who wrote:

Dug from the moun tain side, 
Washed in the glen, 
Ser vant am I or mas ter of men.
Steal me, I curse you; earn me, I bless you;
Grasp me and hoard me, a friend shall pos sess you.
Live for me; die for me; covet me; take me.
An gel or devil, I am what you make me.

Money tes ti fies in sup port of Christ’s causes, of the
mean ing of Chris tian ity.  Money says of you whether you
are mer ci ful or mi serly.  Money says of you whether you
are cov et ous or Christ-like.

Money says whether you pre fer triv ial and tran sient
val ues to per ma nent good.   

Money per mits him who runs to read your pref er ence,
whether in dress or mor als, in re li gions or real es tates. 
Money may be de ny ing your dec la ra tions of loy alty to
Christ.  Money may give the lie to a man’s pro fes sion –
say ing to all the world that he loves God less than gold.

Selected

Ed i tor’s Note: “For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their
greed i ness, and pierced them selves through with many sor -
rows.” (1 Tim o thy 6:10)

“Get ting trea sures by ly ing tongue is the fleet ing fan -
tasy of those who seek death.” (Prov erbs 21:6)

It’s just like work/em ploy ment: Are you the ‘mas ter’ of 
your ‘work’ OR is ‘work’ the ‘mas ter’ of YOU?  The same
is true of the means/ves sel of ‘money’: Are you the ‘mas -
ter’ of your ‘money’ OR is ‘money’ the ‘mas ter’ of YOU?

“‘But ‘take heed to your selves, lest your hearts be
weighed down with ca rous ing, drunk en ness, and cares

of this life, and that Day come on you un ex pect edly.  For 
it will come as a snare…’” Luke 21:34-35a.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Incline thine ear unto me, and save me. Psalm 71:2

To most peo ple, the ear of God is as so ci ated with
prayer.  An open ear means God is lis ten ing as we pray to
Him (Ps. 39:12, 55:1).  How ever, He’s also lis ten ing when
we’re not talk ing to Him in prayer – some thing we should
be mind ful of, es pe cially when our lan guage or its con tent
is n’t what it should be.  How dif fer ent would our con ver sa -
tions be if we were con scious of the all-hear ing God!  And
be yond that, He is aware of the thought and in tents of our
heart, with out a word be ing spo ken.  Per haps we should
treat ev ery con ver sa tion, ev ery whis pered ac cu sa tion, and
ev ery opin ion, as a prayer to God – or at least as if He is
hear ing.  We should, be cause He is al ready!

          Nor man Craig Funston 
O how the world to evil al lures me!  O how my heart is

tempted to sin!
I must tell Je sus, and He will help me, over the world

the vict’ry to win.
          Elisha A. Hoffman

Ed i tor’s Note: “And there is no crea ture hid den
from His sight, but all things are na ked and open to the
eyes of Him to whom we must give ac count” He brews
4:13.

“Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon
Him while He is near. Let the wicked for sake his way And
the un righ teous man his thoughts, Let him re turn to the
LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God,
For He will abun dantly par don” Isa iah 55:6-7.

“’For the eyes of the LORD are on the righ teous, And
His ears are open to their prayers; But the face of the
LORD is against those who do evil’”.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“The voice said, “Cry out!”  And he said, “What
shall I cry?”  “All flesh is grass, And all its love li ness is
like the flower of the field.  The grass with ers, the flower 
fades, Be cause the breath of the LORD blows upon it.
Surely the peo ple are grass. The grass with ers, the
flower fades, But the word of our God stands for ever.’”
Isa iah 40:6 – 8.

“We’ve no abid ing city here; 
This may dis tress the worldling’s mind, 
But should not cost the saint a tear, 
Who hopes a better rest to find.” — Se lected
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Slip pery Slopes!
“For this rea son we must pay much closer at ten tion to what we have heard, lest we drift

away.  For is the word spo ken through an gels proved un al ter able, and ev ery trans gres sion
and disobedience re ceived a just rec om pense, how shall we es cape if we ne glect so great a

sal va tion?” (Heb. 2:1-3)

Fairly re cently I had my eye exam, think ing ba si cally
that my ‘vi sion’ was good!  Well, I had the ex am i na tion
by the kind op tom e trist who he told me your ‘eyes’ are
‘ex cel lent’, ex cept your vi sion is not good and you have
‘Cat a racts’ – one in each eye!  BUT I thought that I was
‘see ing’ good!  This re minds me of Rev e la tion 3:18b of
what the Great Phy si cian says about maybe YOU and ME 
– “anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.”
PLEASE let the great gen tle Op tom e trist ex am ine YOUR 
spir i tual EYES ; then lis ten and obey to what HE tells
YOU! 

Sim i lar I un der stand that a per son, as with a boat, that
the ‘cur rent’ of the ‘stream’ can carry/move you and you
are not aware of it.  Could that be hap pen ing in your
Chris tian life, the pres ent cur rent is tak ing you down
‘stream’ and you not know ing it???

Re li giously and Spir i tu ally there are MANY slip pery
slopes in these ‘Per il ous times’ that WE are liv ing in.  I
will men tion only a num ber of such at this time.

What do you ‘think’ so and so thought/ex pe ri enced
back in the bib li cal set tings?  Sounds good, harm less and
good; does n’t it?  The vi tal and im por tant in sight should
be:  What is God tell ing us in this text?  And then a far
sec ond, which is somewhat OK; what do you ‘think’? 
God’s Holy Word, the BIBLE is rel e vant, cur rent, prac ti -
cal for ALL peo ple, ALL places, ALL times!

Just now, I will give you a few BIBLICAL ex am ples:
Thou shalt not Kill, Thou shalt not Steal, Thou shalt not
LIE!  Prov erbs 30:5-9.

An other ‘slip pery slope’ is the com mon ev ery day
lan guage to day; is the us ing of slang or curs ing – tak ing
God’s Name in vain. (No tice the ar ti cle in last is sue of the
Morn ing Glory)

I re mem ber very viv idly a Pas tor hav ing a pro gram
on Chris tian radio es pe cially geared for youth who used
slang – how sad. 

Keep in mind that Chris tian ity is not made up of do’s
and don’t’s and is not mo ti vated by FEAR, but LOVE, but 
what co mes out of the ‘mouth’ also needs to be watched
care fully. Most cer tainly ‘Chris tian ity’ is based on what
has been done in our be half through the Per son of JESUS; 

while all other ‘re li gions/sects’ are im pelled by FEAR!   
Real frus trat ing and dis gust ing is the fact that  at least

three-fourths of peo ple who are in the ‘workforce’ to day
LIE on the job!

Also just re cently I went to a busi ness place ask ing
for and ‘ad just ment’ to my bill, and very clearly was told,
“We can’t do that here!”  Well I firmly chal lenged that re -
ply, and per sisted, and a kind in di vid ual gra ciously of -
fered me an ad just ment.

Who cut down the ‘Cherry Tree’?  A young gen tle -
man an swered: I did, I can not tell a lie!  This man later be -
came the First Pres i dent of our great USA – Pres i dent
George Wash ing ton.

Sec u larly ‘our’ blest USA is built on TRUST and
when and who ever ‘lies’ un der mines ‘our’ very foun da -
tion of a Free Re pub lic!  ALSO when one lie is given, an -
other lie needs to be made to cover-up the orig i nal lie. 
Most cer tainly ‘ly ing’ should not be found in nor among
the ‘house hold of faith.’  God says: “A righ teous man
hates ly ing, But a wicked man is loath some and co mes to
shame” Prov erbs 13:5.  “A faith ful wit ness does not lie,
But a false wit ness will ut ter lies” Prov erbs 14:5.  “Get -
ting trea sures by a ly ing tongue is the fleet ing fan tasy of
those who seek death” Prov erbs 21:6.  “Do not lie to one
an other, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds” Colossians 3:9.  See also John 8:44, 1 Tim o thy
2:7, He brews s6:18, Num bers 23:19-20, Galatians
5:16-25, Rev e la tion 21:8.  “But if you have bit ter envy
and self-seek ing in your hearts, do not boast and lie
against the truth” James 3:14.  Prom ises are made and are
not to be bro ken.  GOD keeps all His Prom ises!

A com plete con trast ex ists be tween our Righ teous
Sav ior and we sin ful hu man be ings: “God is not a man,
that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should re -
pent.  Has He said, and will He not do?  Or has He spo -
ken, and will He not make it good?” Num bers 23:19-20,
II Tim o thy 2:13.

Let us take a brief look at Mar tin Lu ther’s Small Cat -
e chism Ex plained which is def i nitely based on the Scrip -
tures: “Thou shalt not take the Name of the LORD thy
God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guilt less that 



All The Dead Will Rise!

The hour is coming in which all who are in the
graves will …come forth   John 5:28-29

IN a cem e tery in Hanover, Ger many stands an un -
usual grave stone.  A woman who did n’t be lieve in the res -
ur rec tion di rected in her will that her burial place be made
so se cure that just in case there was a res ur rec tion it could -
n’t touch her.  Huge slabs of gran ite were fas tened to -
gether with heavy steel clamps and placed over her grave. 
En graved on the marker were these words: “This burial
place must never be opened.”  

In time a small seed ger mi nated just be neath the edge
of the stone.  As it grew into a tree and its trunk got big ger,

the heavy slabs were grad u ally shifted and the steel
clamps were wrenched from their sock ets.  Those mas sive
pieces of gran ite could not with stand the dy namic
life-force within that small seed.   

Man can not thwart the cre ative power of God. 

Je sus said that ALL who are in the graves will hear
His voice and come forth, some to the res ur rec tion of life
and oth ers to the res ur rec tion of con dem na tion (John
5:28-29).  There will be no ex cep tions – not even those
drowned at sea or cre mated.  The re-cre ation of hu man
bod ies poses no prob lem to the One who spoke the world
into ex is tence out of noth ing.  — Se lected
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tak eth His Name in vain.  What does this mean? An swer:
We should fear and love God so that we do not curse
swear, con jure, lie, or de ceive, by His Name, but call upon 
Him in ev ery time of need, and wor ship Him with prayer,
praise, and thanksgiving.  When is the name of God taken
in vain?  When it is used in a thought less and mock ing
man ner and with out de vo tion and rev er ence.  How is this
done?  1). When we use God’s name or Word in jest ing or
as a by-word.  2). When we find fault with any thing God
has done.  3). When we use the name of God in curs ing,
swear ing, con jur ing, ly ing, or de ceiv ing.” 

“Who ever guards his mouth and tongue Keeps his
soul from trou bles.” Prov erbs 21:23.  “Set a guard, O
LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of
my lips” Psalm 141:3.  GOD KEEPS ALL OF HIS
PROMSES – DO YOU?  

ANOTHER ‘slip pery slope’ over the more re cent
years gone by, is Evan ge lis tic Meet ings.  In the Lu theran
Evan gel i cal/Bib li cal Con gre ga tion there were a se ries of
‘evan ge lis tic meet ings’ at least once or twice a year!  Now 
we won der what has hap pened in our con gre ga tions,
com mu nity and coun try?  We have lost the ZEAL for lost
souls, Chris tian Fel low ship, etc.  Some of the time when I
in quire about the pos si bil ity of as sist ing the lo cal con gre -
ga tion with a Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence OR evan ge lis tic
meet ings; I get the re sponse we are too busy (or ga nized)
or need more time in or ga niz ing/prep a ra tion.  THEN we
won der why the ‘can dle stick’ is grad u ally be ing re moved
from our midst when we don’t fol low Scrip ture!  We are
slip ping from Chris tian ity to Churchianity!  SAD – but
My peo ple love it to have it so!

ALSO, in years gone by, the Chris tian Church came
first, and then the school’s pro grams.  Now the ‘church’
checks out the ac tiv i ties of the ‘school’ and tries to find a
place to have church ac tiv i ties!  Sadly, but nat u rally, the
“Prayer Meet ing” is al most only his tory now, even in

Chris tian churches, and we ‘won der’ what has gone
wrong in the Lo cal ity, State and Coun try?  Even though
prayer is the ROCK for the in di vid ual per son and the con -
gre ga tion; es pe cially when JESUS says: My House is a
House of PRAYER! 

I be lieve ETERNITY will con firm that there is a def i -
nite slip page from the Old Time Chris tian ity where Evan -
ge lis tic Meet ings and Mid-week Prayer Meet ing were a
vi tal part of the Bi ble be liev ing/prac tic ing Con gre ga tion,
and un less there is godly re pen tance and re turn ing to
God’s Way; the in di vid ual and con gre ga tion will con tinue 
to NEED Eye Slave.

EVEN though ‘many’ LIE on the ‘job’; that does n’t
give the in di vid ual or con gre ga tion the right to be
squeezed into the ‘world’s mold’.  Romans 12:1-2.

This month of July we es pe cially think of In de pend -
ence of our blest REPUBLIC/USA – FREEDOM!

FREEDOM al ways costs some one a ‘great price’, for 
the ben e fit of the ‘free dom’ you and I en joy and of ten take 
for granted, and for FREEDOM to con tinue, a great price
will still have to be PAID and ALWAYS will.

‘Free dom’ is not ‘free dom’ to de stroy OR do as we
please ei ther sec u larly or spir i tu ally.   Spir i tu ally, the
‘free dom’ Je sus paid for you and me, was not only costly;
but it is free dom from the shackles of sin and free dom to
serve.  It is a Free dom from the con dem na tion, pen alty,
and shack les of and from SIN.  It is a free dom to be one of
God’s bond-ser vants, not free dom to tell half- truths as the 
fa ther-of-lies does!

WE HAVE FREEDOM TO SERVE JESUS OUT OF
LOVE, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US!

P. S.  Please, for your own ben e fit, pick up Mar tin Lu -
ther’s Small Cat e chism Ex plained and look at the Eighth
Com mand ment, mean ing and ques tions and an swers to
the same!  THANK YOU!

James 4:1-10



From Our Fellowship Circle

R. Coon Rap ids, MN 
I want to thank you so much for all these years that I/we
have been re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory and the bless ing
it has been to us.  

My hus band, … who was ninety-one when he died in …
and thus we have en joyed so much of your fel low ship all
these years, in com ing to Meet ings that we were able to.

I am now eighty-six and am mostly home bound and my
chil dren take good care of me and I don’t need much; but
am look ing to the East ern Sky as His Word says, as HE is
com ing for us who are His chil dren.  First He is com ing
with the ‘Trum pet Sound’ and the graves shall open first
of those that are His and then we who re main shall be
caught up with them and so shall we ever be with JESUS
– Praise the Lord!

En closed is a check of $... for the Morn ing Glory.

W. G. & P. B. Bel grade, MN 
Thank you for the se lec tion of the writ ings of the saints
that you pub lish.

I read it FIRST ev ery time it co mes!

Re gard ing your ar ti cle “That Last Day”; about Luke
16:19-31 in the Morn ing Glory.  Thank you for pub lish -
ing such an im por tant ar ti cle on such an im por tant sub -
ject.  It is tragic how many Pul pits omit the sub ject.  …

J. & G. Y. Web ster, SD
We en joy read ing the ar ti cles in the Morn ing Glory; for
they are good ar ti cles.

We’re en clos ing a do na tion in mem ory of Adeline
McCarlson, who went Home to be with the Lord on April 
12th, 2015.  Adeline was a sweet and pleas ant Christian
lady whom we re ally miss a lot.

God Bless you, lots of love in Je sus.

S. T. Radcliffe, IA
I want to praise God Al mighty for your tes ti mony for Je -
sus Christ!  All the writ ten ar ti cles are “faith ful and true”
and we know the Word of God is all TRUTH!  JESUS is
our Rock and we must stand firm and be BOLD in pro -
claim ing to the world each day what He has done for us
through His death and res ur rec tion.  Life Eter nal with Je -
sus Christ – the gift of sal va tion – is a pre cious and most
im por tant gift from our Fa ther in Heaven.  

Thank you so much for be ing faith ful to Je sus in these

last days!  

Je sus says, “Sanc tify them in Thy truth; Thy Word is
TRUTH.”  John 17:17.  (Ed. And the word ‘sanc tify’
means to ‘set apart and unto too’).   

Praise God – He’s com ing soon!  Al le luia!  

I am a mem ber of … and we love when you come to our
church for/with the Hauge Lu theran Innermisison Bi ble
Con fer ence.  …

K. H. Hutch in son, MN 
Thank you so much for the Morn ing Glory.  I have so
much hope and bless ing when I read it.  

It is a bless ing to hear the “old time Chris tian ity.”  

The ar ti cle; “How Did We Get Into This Mess?” is so
true, so true!  I be long to a Lu theran church and all we
ever hear is how God loves us and, like magic, no mat ter
how we live, He saves us!  Noth ing is ever men tioned
about re pent ing, be ing Born Again.  Ev ery one of you are 
a good per son and are go ing to Heaven.  I can hardly
stand to hear it any more.  (Ed.  GOOD, be cause it is a
false ‘teach ing’ from the very pit of Hell)!  

Je sus is my Lord and Sav ior now!  I am dead to my old
life and a new per son in Christ, be cause I re pented and
ask the Lord to come into my life and am walk ing with
Him, by faith.  Thus I have God’s peace, love and hope. 
…

E. R. Red Wing, MN 
I en joy read ing your mag a zine so very much.  How we
need to tell oth ers of Je sus’ Sav ing Truth!  You’re up on
the world’s news also.  We need to be in formed as to what 
is go ing on.  

God Bless you as you pub lish your great God in spired
pa per.

V. & P. F. Colfax, WI
The fol low ing gift is in mem ory of Clif ford Pe ter son and
Marvin Rothbauer.  

May God bless your min is try as you con tinue to spread
the Gos pel!

Pas tor Jim Haga is the Pas tor of our Church – Great!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

8 Brands with Religious Affiliation

1)  Hobby Lobby – Re li gion: South ern Bap tist 
2)  For ever 21 – Re li gion: Born Again Chris tian 
3)  Tyson – Re li gion: Evan gel i cal Chris tian 
4)  In-n-Out Bur ger – Re li gion: Chris tian 
5)  Marriott – Re li gion: Morman
6)  Chik-fil-A – Re li gion: South ern Bap tist 
7)  Lit tle Deb bie – Re li gion: Sev enth Day Ad ven tist 
8)  eHarmony – Re li gion: Chris tian

Outrageous Concepts Of Evangelism
Being Taught By ELCA Synod 

The Gulf Coast Synod of the Evan gel i cal Lu theran
Church in Amer ica (ELCA) will spot light a new ap proach
to evan ge lism at its Synod As sem bly in Hous ton, Texas,
April 16-18.  The synod posted a bul le tin in sert on line for
dis tri bu tion among its con gre ga tions.  The in sert ex -
presses a con cern about “knock ing on doors and ask ing
un sus pect ing oc cu pants if they’ve heard about Je sus.” 
Not want ing to be iden ti fied with that type of evan ge lism,
the bulletin insert asks:

What if we were to re think our con cept of evan ge -
lism?  What if we re-imag ined evan ge lism to be some -
thing as sim ple as build ing re la tion ships or prac tic ing acts
of kind ness?  Mak ing dis ci ples in to day’s world can be a
pro cess that is au then tic and con tex tual.  Evan ge lism can
take many forms, in clud ing so cial jus tice, rad i cal hos pi -
tal ity, and com mu nity in volve ment.  So let’s get ex cited
about evan ge lism.  Let’s find ways of shar ing the good
news of Je sus in ways that make sense for us, for our com -
mu nity.  Lis ten up to what God may be tell ing you.  Lis ten
in to find your own strengths and pas sions.  Lis ten out to
hear the needs of those around you.

The Vine and Branches, Volume 30, Spring, 2015.

Ed i tor’s Note: “Now the Spirit ex pressly says that in
lat ter times some will de part from the faith, giv ing
heed to de ceiv ing spir its and doc trines of de mons” 1
Tim o thy 4:1.  “But evil men and im pos tors will grow
worse and worse de ceiv ing and be ing de ceived” II Tim -
o thy 3:13.  

“WE of the HLIF/MG are, by the GRACE and em pow er -
ment of the Holy Spirit,  ‘con tend ing for the liv ing faith
which was, once for all, de liv ered to the saints of the
Old Time Chris tian ity’.

                  

Don’t Blame President Obama For
United States Moral Decline/Decay 

Al though there is a group that would blame Pres i dent
Obama for ev ery thing, in clud ing the moral rot ten ness of
the USA, don’t nec es sar ily blame him for that!

So who is there to blame?
The blame truly lies at the ‘door-step/thresh old’ of es -

pe cially the ‘re li gious lead ers’ of re cent yes ter-year and
def i nitely TODAY, along with ‘sec u lar lead ers’.  

There fore, as now we are half-way through the year of 
2015, and now we have some sup pos edly Evan gel i cal
Lead ers who are Bi ble-wav ing, and a large num ber of folk 
are fol low ing them.  Not try ing to be neg a tive, but lov ing;
but fol low ing this em pha sis and pa rade of peo ple will
even tu ally lead to the Eter nal Abyss – as they ap prove of
ho mo sex u al ity and same sex-marriages.

Sadly the im moral crowd is like the ‘camel’s nose’ in
the text and more.

A lot of folk, how ever, could never imag ine the day
when one could be fined or even go to prison if they did n’t
sanc tion, or pos si bly en dorse the same; EVEN though it is
a clear de par ture from GOD’S HOLY, INSPIRED
BOOK – THE BIBLE!

IN the DAY of JUDGMENT, it will be those who
knew better, as re li gious lead ers, etc. that will hear and re -
ceive the most harsh judg ment; be cause God is holy, Righ -
teous and Just; BUT then it Will be too late for them and
their fol low ers!

BUT make NO mis take (ev ery in di vid ual will give a
to tal ac count abil ity), for you and I will give an ab so lute
and cor rect re cord of what we did with the gift of life, time, 
tal ent, means, speech, etc.  For the un saved it is re corded
in Rev e la tion 20:11-15, and for those of ‘us’ who know Je -
sus as our per sonal Sav ior; to see if we used hay, etc. to
seek to build with OR con crete ma te rial (led by the Bi -
ble/Holy Spirit) to His honor and Glory; em pow ered by
the Third Per son of our Tri une GOD – faith ful to His
Glory!

ELCA School Puts Abraham On Trial
And Finds Him “Guilty”!

Ap par ently there is no stat ute of lim i ta tion for the pa -
tri arch Abra ham, es pe cially when it co mes to obey ing
God’s com mand to of fer up his son Isaac on Mount
Moriah.  At a mock trial, spon sored by Cap i tal Uni ver sity
Law School of Co lum bus, Ohio and the Beth Tikvah, a
Re form syn a gogue lo cated in Worthington, Ohio, Abra -
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ham was found guilty of at tempted mur der by a vote 104 – 
64.  Cap i tal Uni ver sity is af fil i ated with the Evan gel i cal
Lu theran Church in Amer ica.  The in ter faith event raised
$4,000 for a Cap i tal law schol ar ship and ed u ca tional pro -
grams at Beth Tikvay.  Prom i nent at tor neys in Co lum bus,
Ohio par tic i pated in the event.  Su san Gellman served as
the pros e cu tor of Abra ham’s “crime,” while James Beat -
tie, as so ci ated dean of the Cap i tal Uni ver sity Law School,
de fended the pa tri arch.  For mer Ohio Supreme Court
Chief Justice Eric Brown presided at the mock trial. 

Information/indirect from Columbus Dispatch 3/8/15  

Homosexuals, Lesibians, Same-sex
Activists

Ho mo sex u als, Lesibians, Same-sex Ac tiv ists are pos -
si bly us ing John 8:11b: “‘Nei ther do I con demn you; …”’ 
But re ally they don’t want JESUS’ for give ness; but rather
HIS ap proval for their life style.  Forgiveness will not be
their ex pe ri ence un til there is change in their un godly con -
duct – called Re pen tance – II Co rin thi ans 7:10, Mat thew
3:8, Galatians 3:24.!  Then ‘our’ SAVIOR is able to save
unto the ut ter most!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ 1 Thess. 5:23

Christ loved the church.  He wants it to be holy with -
out blem ish, spot or wrin kle, Eph. 5:25, 27.  Paul’s goal in
preach ing and teach ing was to pres ent ev ery man per fect
in Christ Je sus, Col. 1:28.  This per fec tion will be re al ized
in a com ing day, but that does n’t ex cuse me from as pir ing
to a life of daily ho li ness  now.  We are to be salt and light
in this world.  What does the world see in me?  Does my
salt i ness make them thirst for the things of God?  Does my
light show them the way? 

            Mil ton Haack 

Search me, O God and know my heart to day; 
Try me, O Sav iour, know my thoughts, I pray.
See if there be some wicked way in me; 
Cleanse me from ev ery sin, and set me free.  – J. E. Orr 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

All our righ teous ness are as filthy rags.  Isa iah 64:6
Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Psalm

51:7b
Af ter fall ing into a nearby sew age pond, a small boy

came to his home ex pect ing to be wel comed in side, but
was in stead sent by his mother to wash the filth away.  The

Bi ble tells us that noth ing that de files will ever en ter into
heaven (Rev. 21:27).  We are de filed by sin and thus have
no claim on heaven.  But God still wants us there and the
Lord Je sus has shed His blood to make us ut terly clean and 
fit to en ter.  Have you come to Je sus and ac cepted His
cleans ing from sin?

            Janet Fleming 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

He shall never suffer the righteous to be
moved. Ps. 55:22

Dear Sav iour, let us never be, 
Be fore the world, ashamed of thee,
Nor shrink from duty’s call:
Our work to do thee ser vice here, 
Our hope in glory to ap pear,
Where thou art all in all.

He that is righ teous, let him be righ teous still; and
he that is holy, let him be holy still.  Rev. 22:11

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

So teach us to number our days, that we may
gain a heart of wisdom.  Psalm 90:12

If one has lim ited re sources it is wise to use them care -
fully.  Mo ses writes af ter years of ex pe ri ence and ex horts
us to con sider the brev ity of life and to use our time wisely.  
Youth con sid ers life end less but wakes up in mid dle age to 
re al ize it is half gone.  What are wise ways to spend our
days?  Read ing God’s Word and pray ing daily are vi tal to
our spir i tual health.  Meet ing reg u larly with the Lord’s as -
sem bly is es sen tial for spir i tual growth and the de vel op -
ment of our spir i tual gifts.  Cer tainly wit ness ing and
lead ing sin ners to the Lord are a wise way to use your
time.  Our years pass so swiftly. Use them wisely. 

            Don ald L. Norbie 

How I praise Thee, pre cious Sav iour, that Thy love
laid hold of me;

Thou hast saved and cleansed and filled me that I
might Thy chan nel be.

            Mary E. Maxwell 
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Freedom has its life in the hearts, the
actions, the spirit of men and so it must

be daily earned and refreshed – else like a
flower cut from its life-giving roots, it

will wither and die.

Dwight D. Ei sen hower 



Threescore Years and Ten
“The days of our years are threescore years and

ten; and if by reason of strength they be
fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and
sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”

Psalm 90:10

When Mo ses wrote these words near the end of his life,
he was 120 years old (Deu ter on omy 34:7), but all the rest of 
the peo ple of Is rael (ex cept Ca leb and Joshua) who had
been over 20 at the be gin ning of the 40-year wil der ness
wan der ings, had died there (Num bers 14:28-34), and so
there were no oth ers over 60 years old.

In for mer days men had lived much lon ger.  Adam died
at 930 and Noah at 950, but then Shem only lived to 600,
and Abra ham died at 175 years of age.  Thus, the nor mal
life span by Mo ses’ time was down to 70 or 80 years, and he
proph e sied that this would con tinue.  

It is re mark able that, with all the in crease in med i cal
knowl edge, this fig ure has stayed about the same, and there
seems to be lit tle the ger on tol o gists can do to in crease it.  

Fur ther more, the lat ter years are largely “la bor and sor -
row,” just as God told Adam when his sin brought God’s
curse on the earth (Gen e sis 3:17-20).  No mat ter how much
we try to pro long our lives, we are “soon cut off.”

But then, we “fly away”!  The soul/spirit com plex of
the Chris tian be liever, re leased from its weary body, flies
away to be with the Lord.  Those left be hind may sor row,
but “to de part, and to be with Christ… is far better.”  The
Chris tian may con fi dently say with Paul: “For to me to live
is Christ, and to die is gain”(Philippians 1:23, 21).  In the
mean time, as our time grows shorter, it is more im por tant
than ever that we “walk in wis dom to ward them that are
with out, re deem ing the time” (Colossians 4:5).  “So teach
us to num ber our days,” prayed Mo ses (and so should
we), “that we may ap ply our hearts unto wis dom”
(Psalm 90:12).

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research, Copyright 
– 2015, Permission Granted.

The Es sen tial Dif fer ence

The late Dr. Harry Rimmer, while trav el ing in Egypt,
was ne go ti at ing with the then Sec re tary of State who was a
re fined and cul tured Egyp tian.  

In a con ver sa tion re gard ing their re spec tive faiths, Dr.
Rimmer stated: 

“We be lieve that God has given to man three rev e la -
tions of Him self.  First, we be lieve that He has re vealed

Him self in the work of cre ation.”
“We too be lieve that,” in ter jected the Egyp tian. 
“We be lieve that God has re vealed Him self in a Book,

the Bi ble,” con tin ued Dr. Rimmer.
“We too be lieve that God has re vealed Him self in a

book, the Ko ran,” re plied the Egyp tian.
“We be lieve that God has re vealed Him self in a Man,

and that Man is Je sus Crist,” added Dr Rimmer.  
“We also be lieve that God re vealed Him self in a man,

and that man is the prophet Mo ham med,” said the Egyp -
tian.  

“We be lieve that Je sus died to save His fol low ers,” said 
Dr. Rimmer.

“We be lieve that Mo ham med died for his peo ple,” re -
plied the Egyp tian.   

“We be lieve,” con tin ued Dr. Rimmer, “that Je sus is
able to sub stan ti ate His claims be cause He rose from the
dead.”

The Mos lem hes i tated, then his eyes fell.  He had no
an swer to that state ment.  Fi nally he ad mit ted, “We have no
in for ma tion con cern ing our prophet af ter death.”

Dr. Rimmer was right.  He was con vinced of the truth
of his as ser tion, be cause it was founded on the Word of God 
that had with stood all at tacks for over 1,900 years, and
there are mil lions to day who would agree with him.

The truth of the res ur rec tion of Je sus Christ is a proven
fact of his tory.  The great Apos tle Paul states: “For I de liv -
ered to you first of all that which I also re ceived; that
Christ died for our sins ac cord ing to the Scrip tures, and
that He was bur ied, and that He rose again the third day 
ac cord ing to the Scrip tures,” 1 Co rin thi ans 15:3-4.

Selected.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Then Gideon made it into an ephod and set it up 
in his city, Ophrah.  And all Israel played the

harlot with it there.  It became a snare to Gideon 
and to his house.  Judges 8:27

Gid eon an swered God’s call.  He pulled down Baal’s al -
tar, de stroyed his im ages, and then erected an al tar for Je ho -
vah (Judg. 6:25-26).  God then used him to de stroy an
in vad ing army.  As a re sult, Is rael re quested that Gid eon rule
them.  He ac cepted, but asked for the gold ear rings of the
spoil, which he fash ioned into a gold ephod.  The ephod be -
came a na tional idol, and Ophrah, not Je ru sa lem, be came the
place of wor ship.  Like Gid eon, we too may re move some
evil from our lives only to re place it with a less con spic u ous
idol be cause it is a work of our own hands. — W. A. H.

Un til the race is run, un til the jour ney’s done,
Un til the crown is won; teach me Thy way! — B. Ramsey 
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THE BIBLE AND THE
CONSTITUTION 

By DiAnn Cole 

The Sep a ra tion of Church and State 
is not in the Con sti tu tion 

“The sep a ra tion of church and state” is a phase used
by many Amer i cans.  Most er ro ne ously be lieve it to be
true.  Worse yet, they be lieve it is in the Con sti tu tion.  The
phrase “sep a ra tion of church and state” has been re peated
so many times that count less Amer i cans ac tu ally be lieve it 
is part of the First Amend ment.  Of ten, those who use this
phrase want us to join them in re mov ing God from ev ery -
thing in our lives to day.  They also want to re move Amer -
ica’s godly her i tage from our his tory.  The truth is that the
words sep a ra tion, church and state are not in the First
Amend ment or in the text of the U.S. Con sti tu tion.

The Key to Un der stand ing the 
Found ing Fath ers’ In tent

The United States Con sti tu tion is one of the most bril -
liant doc u ments ever writ ten.  And why would n’t it be? 
The very core of it co mes straight from the Bi ble.  The
men who authored our Con sti tu tion were not per fect, but
they knew where to find per fec tion.  Our Found ing Fa -
thers were men who knew and stud ied Scrip tures…

The duty of all gov ern ment is to be God’s min is ter to
the peo ple.  This is far dif fer ent from what most peo ple
think about gov ern ment lead ers, re spon si bil ity to day.  The 
Bi ble in structs peo ple to pray for their lead ers, “for kings
and all those in au thor ity, that we may live peace ful lives
in all god li ness and ho li ness.  This is good, and pleases
God our Sav ior, who wants all men to be saved and to
come to knowl edge of the truth” 1 Timothy 2:2-4.

To fully un der stand the in flu ence the Bi ble had on the
writ ing of the United States Constitution, one must read
the Found ers’ own words.  Be gin ning with the Dec la ra tion 
of In de pend ence, the writ ers spelled out very clearly to
whom they owed their obe di ence and with whom their ul -
ti mate trust laid.  They ac knowl edged that our rights come 
from our Cre ator and that gov ern ments are in sti tuted to
pro tect all of those rights.  Sub se quently, they listed their
griev ances and why they want to be free and in de pend ent.  
The U.S. Con sti tu tion was the rem edy for all of the griev -
ances listed in the Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence.  Our
Found ers pledged their lives, their for tunes and their sa -
cred honor when they signed their names to both
documents.

The Found ing Fa thers Were Men of Faith 

Our mass col lec tion of his tor i cal doc u ments proves

over whelm ingly how Scrip ture in flu enced our Found ing
Fa thers.  The Con sti tu tion be gins with the lan guage
“Bless ings of Lib erty” and “do or dain and es tab lish” in
the pre am ble, and it ends with the words “in the Year of
our Lord Sep tem ber 17, 1787.”  Take no tice of the word
our.  The sign ers all agreed to this word, which im plies
that they were Chris tians.  These are not mere words, they
have mean ing and are an ex am ple of how much the Bi ble
in flu enced the writ ers.

The Found ing Fa thers were men of faith, some more
than oth ers, but they knew the power of prayer.  Dur ing
the Con sti tu tional Con ven tion, Benjamin Frank lin called
for prayer at a time when it was much needed.  Frank lin is
of ten la beled as a De ist by his to ri ans, yet his own words
ap pear to con tra dict that claim.  Who knows where we
would be to day with out that prayer?  It ap pears Benjamin
Frank lin be lieved in di vine prov i dence when he said at the 
con ven tion, “…I see of this truth, that God gov erns in the
af fairs of men.  And if a spar row can not fall to the ground
with out His no tice, is it pos si ble that an em pire can rise
with out His aid?”

George Wash ing ton pre sided over the Con sti tu tional
Con ven tion.  When he took the oath of of fice as our first
pres i dent, writ ten in Ar ti cle One, Sec tion Two of the Con -
sti tu tion, he added the words, “so help me God.”  As
Wash ing ton was leav ing of fice af ter two terms, he said in
his fare well speech: “Of all the dis po si tions and hab its
which lead to po lit i cal pros per ity, re li gion and mo ral ity
are in dis pens able sup ports.”

James Mad i son 

James Mad i son, the main au thor of the Con sti tu tion
and one of three con tri bu tors to the Fed er al ist pa pers,
wrote about the di lemma that a free re pub lic would face
with out vir tu ous, righ teous men.  In Fed er al ist #51 he
wrote, “in fram ing a gov ern ment which is to be ad min is -
tered by men, the great dif fi culty lies in this: you must first 
en able the gov ern ment to con trol the gov erned; and in the
next place oblige it to con trol it self.”  Knowing that man
does not possess vir tue and know ing this kind of in di vid -
ual free dom is not pos si ble with out vir tue, the only so lu -
tion was and re mains Chris tian ity.

John Ad ams

John Adams said it like this: “Our Con sti tu tion was
made only for a moral and re li gious peo ple.  It is wholly
in ad e quate for the gov ern ment of any other.”  Dur ing the
War for In de pend ence when John Ad ams was asked by
Benjamin Rush if he thought the war could ac tu ally be
won, John Ad ams an swered, Yes!  If we fear God and re -
pent of our sins.”    This is an other of the many ex am ples
of our Found ing Fa thers’ faith and our godly her i tage. 
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Sadly, so many peo ple to day do not know this.

Gov ern ment Au tho rized Bi bles 

Af ter the war was over and Amer ica was no lon ger un -
der Brit ish rule, one of the first acts of Con gress was to or -
der the print ing of the Holy Bi ble in the Eng lish lan guage.  
These Bi bles were to be cir cu lated for use in Amer ica’s
schools.  This took place on Sep tem ber 12, 1782 and
would be but one of many acts of Con gress pro mot ing the
Bi ble and Bi ble So ci et ies.  An early school text book
called the New Eng land Primer con tained Bi ble scrip ture
and was or dered to be re printed by three of our Found ing
Fa thers.  Sam uel Ad ams in Mas sa chu setts, Benjamin
Frank lin in Penn syl va nia and Noah Web ster in Con nect i -
cut con sid ered this book es sen tial for chil dren to have in
school.  This text book was used in schools un til the 1930s.  
…

Thomas Jef fer son 

So how and why do so many peo ple to day be lieve in
those five words, “sep a ra tion of church and state”?  One
rea son is that there are those who want it to do so.  An other 
rea son is that too many peo ple do not know any better. 
When some thing is re peated over and over, many be gin
be liev ing it.  There has been a huge ef fort to re move God
and all ref er ences to God and re li gion out of pub lic life to -
day.  At the same time, too many Chris tians re main si lent
and do not re buke this lie.  The ac tual words “sep a ra tion of 
church and state” are taken from a let ter Pres i dent Thomas 
Jef fer son wrote to the Danbury Bap tist As so ci a tion in
1802.  Pres i dent Jef fer son was an swer ing the con cerns of
the Danbury Bap tist As so ci a tion in the state of Con nect i -
cut re gard ing the es tab lish ment of a State re li gion or de -
nom i na tion.  Our third pres i dent as sured them that their
First Amend ment rights would not be in fringed.  Here is
Thomas Jef fer son’s ac tual quote from the let ter:

“I con tem plate with sov er eign rev er ence that act
of the whole Amer i can peo ple which de clared
that their leg is la ture should make no law re spect -
ing an es tab lish ment of re li gion, or pro hib it ing
the free ex er cise thereof; thus build ing a wall of
eter nal sep a ra tion be tween Church and State.”  

He was re as sur ing them of his com mit ment to up hold -
ing the First Amend ment.  Years later, Su preme Court
judges took those words out of con text and re versed the
orig i nal mean ing of those words to sup port their own de ci -
sion.  This was not the first or last time judges have twisted 
the words or changed the mean ings of the Found ers’
words to sup port a court de ci sion.

The First Amend ment states, “Con gress shall make no 
law re spect ing an es tab lish ment of re li gion, or pro hib it ing 

the free ex er cise thereof; or abridg ing the free dom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo ple peace ably 
to as sem ble, and to pe ti tion the Gov ern ment for re dress of
griev ances.” 

The First Amend ment guar an tees the peo ple that Con -
gress will not es tab lish a state re li gion.  It guar an tees Con -
gress will not pro hibit the free ex er cise of re li gion.  It
pro tects the free dom of speech and the free dom to print, as 
well as the right of the peo ple to as sem ble and the right of
the peo ple to pe ti tion their gov ern ment with their
grievances.

It does not pro hibit churches from be ing ac tively in -
volved in mat ters of gov ern ment pol icy.  It does not pro -
hibit pub lic build ings from dis play ing re li gious sym bols. 
Our Found ing Fa thers would find it ab surd for re li gious
lead ers not to have in put on the very laws the leg is la tor
would write.  They in tended all cit i zens to be en gaged in
the leg is la tive pro cess and be knowl edge able of their very
own con sti tu tional rights.   They thought it was the duty of 
the peo ple and churches to keep a watch ful eye on those
serv ing in their rep re sen ta tive re pub lic.  The pri mary stan -
dard used when debating new laws at that time was the
Ten Com mand ments.   …

The Vine and Branches, Spring, 2015, Issue 2

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Mercy shall be built up for ever; thy
faithfulness shall thou establish in the very

heavens.  Psalm 89:2

The sa cred truths his lips pro nounce 
Shall firm as heaven en dure; 
And if he speak a prom ise once, 
The eter nal grace is sure.

Let them that suf fer ac cord ing to the will of God
com mit the keep ing of their souls to him in well do ing
as unto a faith ful Cre ator.  1 Pe ter 4:19.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Thou wilt save the afflicted people. 
Psalm 18:27.

Just in the last dis tress ing hour 
The Lord dis plays de liv er ing power; 
The mount of dan ger is the place
Where we shall see sur pris ing grace

LORD, save us; or we per ish. Matt. 8:25
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Set My Soul on Fire!
It has been char ac ter is tic of those men and women

who have been used might ily of the Lord that they had the
burn ing heart.  The Old Tes ta ment, the New Tes ta ment
and church his tory sub stan ti ate the truth that peo ple with
the Lord’s flame of fire have changed the des tiny of men
and nations.

Mo ses was never the same af ter God re vealed Him self 
in the burn ing bush, “And the an gel of the LORD ap -
peared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush: and he looked, and, be hold, the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not con sumed” (Exod. 3:2).

The Lord went be fore the chil dren of Is rael by day in a 
pil lar of cloud and by night in a pil lar of fire to give them
light. “He took not away the pil lar of the cloud by day, nor
the pil lar of fire by night, from be fore the peo ple” (13:22).

One of the com mands of the Lord to Mo ses was “the
fire … shall never go out”  (Lev. 6:13).  Our world has
been plunged to the brink of de struc tion sim ply be cause
the fire has gone out on the al tar of the hearts of mul ti tudes 
who have be come as cold as ice bergs with their in dif fer ent 
at ti tude of “it does n’t make any dif fer ence any way.”  

Eli jah called on the God of Heaven.  When a cap tain
and fifty sol diers came to get him, he said, “if I be a man of 
God, then let fire come down from heaven…And there
came down fire from heaven” (II Kings 1:10).   

Da vid re corded of the Lord: Who maketh his an gels
spir its; his min is ters a flam ing fire” (Ps. 104:4).  

In Rev e la tion, Je sus’ eyes were “as a flame of fire”
1:14).

On fire, Jon a than Ed wards made the flames of hell
real with his dis turb ing ser mon “Sin ners in the Hands of
an An gry God.”  (Ed i tor’s Note: This ‘ser mon’ is in
printed book let form and avail able at our Hauge Book
Store).

On fire, Da vid Living stone in vaded Af rica with
300,000,000 pos si bil i ties.  

On fire, Dwight L. Moody re duced the po ten tial pop -
u la tion of Hell by a mil lion souls.

On fire, Sam Jones pounded out the theme “quit your
mean ness.” On fire, Billy Sunday knocked a home run for
Je sus as he chal lenged men to walk down the “saw dust
trail.”

On fire, Ed ward Kimball, faith ful Sunday school
teacher, went into a shoe store and res cued D. L. Moody
from a life of use less ness by lead ing him to the Sav iour.

On fire, a lay man preacher spoke one snowy day, say -
ing, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth” (Isa. 45:22).  A lad by the name of Charles
Spurgeon was con verted.

On fire, the world has yet to see what God can do with

one man com pletely ded i cated to do His will.
Give me a man of God—one man 
Whose tongue is touched with Heaven’s fire—
And I will flame the dark est hearts
With high re solve and clean de sire.

Give me a man of God—-one man 
True to the vi sion that he sees—-
And I will build your bro ken shrines
And bring the na tions to their knees.
            —Anon.

Lloyd W. Garner  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Like as a father pitieth his children, So the
LORD pitieth them that fear him.  

Psalm 103:13

The word “pity” in this verse could also be ren dered
“shows com pas sion” (ESV).  God is mer ci ful to wards His
chil dren.  He knows what we ex pe ri ence and em pa thizes. 
More over, His com pas sion reaches out to strengthen the
saints in their weak ness and in fir mity.  He also com forts
the griev ing and min is ters to the per se cuted.  God is rich in 
mercy (Eph. 2:4) and lav ishes His wealth of con so la tion
on His chil dren as they suf fer in this world.  If you are en -
dur ing some pain to day, be liever, you need not do so
alone.  Ask the Lord to re mind you of His mercy and to
show you His so lace in your hard ships.  His fa therly love
reaches out to you in your ex trem ity. 

            K. R. Keyser 

Thou gavest all that love could give, the goodly pearl
to gain;

Thou gav’st Thy life that we might live and Thou
Thy bride ob tain.  — J. P. 
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“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to
one another, and the LORD listened and heard 
them; So a book of remembrance was written
before Him for those who fear the LORD And

who meditate on His name” 

Malachi 3:18.



The Ten Commandments 
By Fred Wil lis 

When was the last time you heard a ser mon on the Ten 
Com mand ments taken from Ex o dus 20?  If you are like
me, it has prob a bly been quite a while.  

Now I know what some may be think ing – that we
don’t need Old Tes ta ment Law preach ing any more. 
While it is true that we have the Holy Spirit as our In struc -
tor and guide af ter we get saved, it can be very ben e fi cial
to un der stand what it is that God hates and what the things
are in which He delights.

Since God is the same yes ter day, to day and for ever,
we can learn a lot from the Old Tes ta ment.  In First Co rin -
thi ans 10, you’ll find a re view of  the mis takes the Jew ish
fa thers made which are to be ex am ples for us to day (vs.
11).

The wise man will learn from his own mis takes, but
the wiser man will also learn from the mis takes of oth ers. 
The na tion of Is rael made plenty of mis takes from which
we can and should learn.  (Ed. Not only ‘mis takes’, but
SIN(S).

Hol ly wood and tele vi sion are quite good at pro mot ing 
the break ing of all ten of the Com mand ments; but since
they have no re gard for God I sug gest that you do not fol -
low their example.

Ye, Je sus said that if a man lusts af ter a woman, he has
com mit ted adul tery in his heart.  But there is a great deal
of dif fer ence be tween com mit ting the sin of lust and the
phys i cal act of adul tery.  Had King Da vid’s sin of lust af ter 
Bathsheba stopped on the roof of his house, many lives
would have been spared.

In deed, “Christ hath re deemed us from the curse of
the law” (Gal. 3:13), and no man is jus ti fied by the law
(vs. 11), but the law surely will keep us out of a lot of trou -
ble.  Had King Da vid and a lot of oth ers obeyed the Sev -
enth (6th) Com mand ment, many tears of grief could have
been avoided.  

James said, “For who so ever shall keep the whole law,
and yet of fend in one point, he is guilty of all” (2:10).  That 
is why we need the law as our school mas ter to point us to
Christ as our only hope of jus ti fi ca tion.  We are all so
guilty of sin and break ing God’s laws that we need a Sav -
iour.     

As Chris tians grow and ma ture in the Lord, old
worldly hab its of sin are grad u ally con quered.  We stop
tak ing God’s name in vain, we no lon ger lie, steal or kill. 
We learn to honor our par ents and throw away im ages of
God.  We re spect the Lord’s Day and gain some con trol
over cov et ous ness.  

But lest we think that we have ar rived as we be gin to

get vic tory over cer tain ar eas in our lives, we need to heed
the ad mo ni tion in 1 Co rin thi ans 11:28.  We are to ex am ine
our selves and judge our selves (vs. 31) to see if sin is again
ris ing up in our lives.  If we cor rect the prob lem our selves,
we can avoid some chas tise ment from the Lord.

The First Com mand ment is per haps the most dif fi cult
for any Chris tian.  The Lord said, “Thou shalt have no
other gods be fore me.”  How easy it is for us to put self on
the throne of our hearts.  We want to do what we want to
do the way we want to do it.  The god of self can take over
our lives if we are not care ful. 

So let us reg u larly ex am ine our lives to see if we are
pleas ing our Lord.  And a re view of the Ten Com mand -
ments from time to time would n’t hurt ei ther.

The Sword of the Lord.

CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION IN
AMERICA NOW!

Barronelle Stutzman, owner of Arlene’s Flow ers in
Richland, Wash ing ton, is be ing sued for re fus ing to pro -
vide flow ers for a ho mo sex ual cou ple’s wed ding.  She was 
found guilty on Feb ru ary 18, in Benton County Su pe rior
Court, for vi o lat ing the cou ple’s rights.  She was of fered a
deal of $1,000 fine and $1 pay ment for fees if she agreed
to serve same-sex cou ples in the fu ture, but Stutzman re -
fused.  Now, the at tor ney gen eral in Wash ing ton is su ing
her per son ally as well as her busi ness, which means she
could lose home and busi ness be cause of her stand for her
religious beliefs.

Barronelle told a re porter, “If Rob (the ho mo sex ual
she re fused) walked into the store to day, I would hug him
and catch up on his life.  The same faith that tells me that I
can’t be part of Rob’s wed ding is the same faith that tells
me to love him as Christ does.”

She wrote the at tor ney gen eral, “You are ask ing me to
walk in the way of a well-known be trayer, one who sold
some thing of in fi nite worth for 30 pieces of sil ver.  That is
some thing I will not do.  I don’t rel ish los ing my busi ness,
my home and ev ery thing else that your law suit threat ens
to take from my fam ily, but my free dom to honor God do -
ing what I do best is more im por tant.  It’s about free dom,
not money.  You chose to at tack my faith and pur sue this
not sim ply as a mat ter of law, but to threaten my very
means of work ing, eat ing and having a home.”

The Vine and Branches, Spring, 2015, Issue 2

Ed i tor’s Note:  As I read and re print this ar ti cle, it re minds me
of no-doubt many of ‘our’ Found ing-Fa thers in sign ing the
‘Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence and the USA Con sti tu tion’.
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The Indwelling Trinity 
“To know the love of Christ, which passeth

knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:19

One of the great doc trines of Chris tian ity is the doc -
trine of the in dwell ing Holy Spirit of God, who lives in the 
heart of each be liever who trusts in Christ for sal va tion. 
“Know ye not that your body is the tem ple of the holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God?” (1 Co rin -
thi ans 6:19).

At the same time, God is one God, so all three per sons
of the God head must, through the Spirit, like wise in dwell
the be liever.  Note Paul’s prayer for the be liev ers in the
Ephesian church (Ephe sians 3:14-19).

“That he would grant you…to be strength ened with
might by his Spirit in the in ner man” (Ephe sians 3:16). 
This re quest ac knowl edges the in dwell ing Spirit.  Christ
also prayed for this “And I will pray the Fa ther, and he
shall give you an other Com forter…the Spirit of truth…for
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John
14:16-17).  

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith:
(Ephe sians 3:17), that we might “know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowl edge” (V. 19).  Here is the in dwell ing
Son.  This is also re vealed in Galatians 2:20 (“Christ liveth 
in me”) and Colossians 1:27 (“Christ in you, the hope of
glory”).

“That ye might be filled with all the full ness of God”
(Ephe sians 3:19).  This can only re fer to the in dwell ing
Fa ther, as well as the en tire tri-unity of the God head.  Can
this in dwell ing be ours?  Note also that the en tire prayer
was ad dressed in the first place to “the Fa ther of our Lord
Je sus Christ” (Ephe sians 3:14).  This, like wise, is a re flec -
tion of Christ’s prom ise: “IF a man love, he will keep my
words: and my Fa ther will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with him” (John 14:23). 
“Filled with all the full ness of God!”  What a won der ful
priv i lege – and re spon si bil ity – is ours.  

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research,
Copyright – 2015, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good.” 
Genesis 32:12

WHEN Ja cob was on the other side of the brook
Jabbok, and Esau was com ing with armed men, he ear -
nestly sought God’s pro tec tion, and as a mas ter rea son he

pleaded, “And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good.” 
Oh, the force of that plea!  He was hold ing God to His
word – “Thou sa idst.”  The at trib ute of God’s faith ful ness
is a splen did horn of the al tar to lay hold upon; but the
prom ise which has in it the at trib ute and some thing more,
is a yet might ier holdfast – “thou saidst, I will surely do
thee good.”  And has He said and shall He not do it?  “Let
God be true, and ev ery man a liar.”  Shall not HE be true? 
Shall HE not keep His word?  Shall not ev ery word that
com eth out of His lips stand fast and be ful filled?  Sol o -
mon, at the open ing of the tem ple, used this same mighty
plea.  He pleaded with God to re mem ber the word which
He had spo ken to his fa ther Da vid and to bless that place. 
When a man gives a prom is sory note, his hon or is en -
gaged; he signs his hand, and he must dis charge it when
the due to me co mes, or else he loses credit.  It shall never
be said that God dis hon ors His bills.  The credit of the
Most High never was im peached and never shall be.  He is
punc tual to the mo ment: He never is be fore His time, but
He never is be hind it.  

Search God’s word through, and com pare it with the
ex pe ri ence of God’s peo ple, and you shall find the two
tally from the first to the last.  Many a hoary pa tri arch has
said with Joshua, “Not one thing hath failed of all the good 
things which the Lord your God spake con cern ing you; all 
are come to pass.”  If you have a di vine prom ise, you need
not plead it with an “if,” you may urge it with cer tainty. 
The Lord meant to ful fil the prom ise, or He would not
have given it.  God does not give His words merely to
quiet us, and to keep us hope ful for awhile with the in ten -
tion of putt ing us off at last; but when He speaks it is
because He means to do as He has said. 

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Preserve my soul: for I am holy.  Psalm 86:2

Neither wilt thou allow thine Holy One to see
corruption.  Acts 2:27

The Old Tes ta ment word “holy” means pi ous or
godly, set apart.  The New Tes ta ment word means “right”
by in trin sic char ac ter hal lowed.  The Lord Je sus was pure
in ev ery way.  His words were holy, His deeds were holy;
His thoughts were holy.  It is no won der that His Fa ther
would not al low Him to see cor rup tion.  But on the cross
He be came sin for me.  Is it pos si ble for us to even be gin to 
com pre hend it?                                                       Tom Steere 
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HAUGE BIBLE CONFERENCE

Lord will ing, there will be a Hauge Bi ble Con fer -
ence at Bethesda Lu theran Breth ren Church in Westby, 
Wis con sin on Au gust 28 -30, 2015.  The pas tor is Paul
Tjelta.

Our guest speak ers will in clude Pas tor Curt Em er -
son (ten ta tively), Wadena, MN; Pas tor Jim Haga of
Shoreview, MN, and Pas tor Rodney Stueland of
Dilworth, MN.

The sched ule should ap pear in the Au gust is sue of
the Morn ing Glory.

PLEASE start now to pray for and plan now to
also at tend; where there shall be ‘show ers of bless ings’
as we meet un der the topic: Bat tle Fields, pos si bly
based on the text of 1 Pe ter 5:1-11 and Rev e la tion
12:7-12.

Up Date 
“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write
to you concerning our common salvation, I
found it necessary to write to you exhorting
you to contend earnestly for the faith which

was once for all delivered to the saints” Jude 
3.

THANK YOU for your in ter est and sup port of
the min is try of the MG/HLIF!  

Of course, it is God who truly de serves the
thanks and praise and then YOU as a ves sel!  HIS
guid ing Hand and pro vi sion for our needs through
be liev ers like you are con tin u ing and we ‘thank Him’
for His many bless ings and an tic i pate op por tu ni ties
ahead to ad vance the cause of His Kingdom.

God con tin ues to bless this ‘min is try’ that is
seek ing to reach the lost and equip be liev ers and
honor His per fect Word.   

Se ri ously con sider giv ing the Morn ing Glory to a 
rel a tive/friend and if you’ve been in spired by how
God changes lives and equips His chil dren through
the Scrip tures, we trust you will men tion us to other
Chris tians who have a com pas sion for both fel -
low-be liev ers and the lost. 

IF the ‘spir i tual camp-fires’ are not kept ‘burn -
ing’, Mis sions in its’ en tirety will fail.  

FIRST, we con tinue to chal lenge YOU to re -
mem ber this ‘min is try’ spe cif i cally in be liev ing
PRAYER and for all those di rectly in volved and, if
our min is try has blessed you, please con sider a
tax-de duct ible gift to sup port the Morn ing Glory and
the Hauge Lu theran Innermisison Fed er a tion.

We prom ise to put it to good and ef fec tive use
and, with God’s help, it will bear much last ing fruit
for the cause of Christ.  Thanks for your prayer ful
and care ful con sid er ation.  We look for ward to hear -
ing from you.

May’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is $1,910.67.

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,000 plus other no -
tice able ex penses for this ‘min is try’.

May ‘our’ Liv ing Sav ior richly bless YOU in
your re sponse in or der that you may be come an even
richer bless ing unto oth ers!


